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Message Text 


INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 INR-10 NSAE-00 DODE-OO /023 W 

107510 161511Z/47 

P 161300Z AUG 78 
FM AMCONSUL QUEBEC 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 1427 
INFO AMEMBASSY OTTAWA PRIORITY 
AMCONSUL MONTREAL 
CINCLANTFLT NORFOLK VA 
COMNAV SURFLANT NORFOLK VA 
CINFO WASHDC 
COMDESRON THREE FOUR NRF 
AMCONSUL TORONTO 


UNCLAS QUEBEC 0277 
OTTAWA FOR USDAO 


E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: MPOL, CA 

SUBJECT: BLUEJACKETS WOW EM IN QUEBEC* 

1 . DESTROYER SQUADRON 34, NAVAL RESERVE FORCE, CONSISTING OF 
3 DESTROYERS OF U.S. ATLANTIC FLEET (USS WILLIAM C. LAWE, 

USS DAVIS, AND USS ROBERT A. OWENS) MADE GOODWILL STOP IN 
QUEBEC CITY AUGUST 8-10 EN ROUTE TO GREAT LAKES. VISIT ATTRACTED 
GREAT DEAL OF PUBLIC ATTENTION LOCALLY, PARTICULARLY IN VIEW 
OF FACT THAT THIS WAS THE FIRST U.S. NAVAL VISIT TO QUEBEC IN 
MANY YEARS. WHEN FACED WITH BURGEONING DEMAND, ORIGINAL PLANS 
TO HAVE SHIPS OPEN FOR PUBLIC VISITS FOR ABOUT TWO HOURS PER 
DAY WERE SCRAPPED AND SHIPS WERE KEPT OPEN MANY ADDITIONAL 
HOURS TO ACCOMODATE FLOOD OF VISITORS. POST ESTIMATES SOME 
8-10,000 QUEBECOIS VISITED THE SHIPS DURING THE TWO DAYS THEY 
WERE OPEN, THIS AT THE HEIGHT OF THE TRADITIONAL AUGUST 
HOLIDAYS IN QUEBEC. 
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2. PROTOCOL INCLUDED CALLS BY CONSUL GENERAL ACCOMPANIED BY 
SQUADRON COMMANDER, CAPT. DANIELS, ON LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR 
OF QUEBEC, LOCAL CANADIAN FORCES COMMANDER, MINISTER OF 
COMMUNICATIONS LOUIS O'NEILL (REPRESENTING PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT),N 
AND ACTING MAYOR OF QUEBEC CITY. O'NEILL HOSTED LUNCH IN HONOR 
OF COMMODORE AND THE THREE SHIP CAPTAINS, ATTENDED BY, AMONG 
OTHERS, RENE LEVESQUE’S CHEF DE CABINET, JEAN-ROCH BOIVIN, 
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AND SPECIAL ADVISOR ON INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS, YVES MICHAUD. 
CONSULATE GENERAL AND COMMODORE HOSTED JOINT RECEPTION AT SHIPSIDE 
FOR QUEBEC OFFICIALS AND CANADIAN MILITARY. ATTENDANCE WAS 
EXCELLENT, WITH SOME 250 GUESTS ON HAND INCLUDING LT. GOVERNOR 
AND SEVERAL MEMBERS OF LEVESQUE CABINET, SURPRISING GIVEN 
THAT VIRTUALLY ALL MINISTERS AND SENIOR CIVIL SERVANTS 
ARE OUT OF TOWN AT THIS TIME OF YEAR. 

3. ELECTRONIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF VISIT WAS HEAVY AND POSITIVE, 

WITH CLIPS ON LOCAL TV NEWS SHOWS ON ALL THREE CHANNELS 
(TWO FRENCH, ONE ENGLISH) AND FREQUENT REFERENCES TO VISIT 

ON RADIO NEWS PROGRAMS. COVERAGE WAS UPBEAT, STRESSING SMART 
APPEARANCE OF SHIPS, CREW;S WARM WELCOME BEING SHOWN 
TO VISITORS, AND HUMAN INTEREST STORIES ON LARGE NUMBERS 
OF VERY CONSPICUOUS U.S. SAILORS AROUND TOWN. ONLY MILD 
DING CAME WHEN ONE TV JOURNALIST NOTED WITH SOME SURPRISE 
ABSENCE OF ANY FRENCH-SPEAKING OFFICERS OR CREWMEN TO ASSIST 
VISITORS. BOTH LOCAL NEWSPAPERS CONCENTRATED ON PHOTOGRAPHIC 
SPREADS WITH LITTLE TEXT. 

4. IN SUM, VISIT WAS EXTREMELY SUCCESSFUL 

AND REINFORCED SUBSTANTIAL RESERVOIR OF LOCAL GOODWILL TOWARD 
THE UNITED STATES AND ITS NAVY. THERE WAS NOT RPT NOT 
A SINGLE UNFAVORABLE INCIDENT, A CONSIDERABLE ACHIEVEMENT 
CONSIDERING THAT THERE WERE SOME 900 SEAMEN ON THE STREETS 
OF OLD QUEBEC AT ONE TIME OR OTHER THROUGHOUT THE VISIT. 
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ON THE CONTRARY, THE APPEARANCE OF THE SHIPS AND THE CONDUCT OF 
THE CREWS ATTRACTED A GREAT DEAL OF FAVORABLE COMMENT. I STRONGLY 
RECOMMEND THAT SUCH NAVAL VISITS BE REPEATED, IF POSSIBLE, 

ON AN ANNUAL BASIS TO THIS PORT CITY WITH LONG AND SENTIMENTAL 
NAUTICAL TRADITIONS. 

MCNAMARA 
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